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MIDKIFF FAMILY COLLECTION

Series I - PHOTOGRAPHS

1. House, two people on porch, three in yard, glass negative, broken in two pieces, 8" x 9«"

2. House, two people on porch, four in yard, two dogs, glass negative broken in three pieces, 8" x 

     9 ½ "

3. Man, boy, windmill, glass negative broken in two pieces, 4" x 5"

4. Trees, girl, poor image, glass negative broken in two pieces, 4" x 5"

5. Tyson, 1904?, cabinet card, 3 ½ " x 5 1/4"

6. Woman and five children, no id, cabinet card, 3 ½ " x 4 ½ "

7. Clara Devenport (Davenport), Lillie Midkiff's sister, tintype, 1 ½ "x2"

8. Unidentified girl, tintype,  1 5/8" x 2"

9. Lillie Davenport Midkiff at original home place, Sec. 12, South Midland County with children: 

    Dee, Gladys, (baby) Ann, Herd, T.O.? (Dick) & Nell, ca 1907.

10. Family photos, photocopies of images not in our possession

11. Unidentified, from Nan Davenport, 1906

12. Midkiff family (14 individuals) see photo for ID, nd, 
series II – CORRESPONDENCE

A. From T.O. (Oscar) Midkiff to Lillie (Davenport) Midkiff

B. From T.O. (Oscar) Midkiff to John R. Midkiff

C. To T.O. from others

D. From  Lillie (Davenport) Midkiff to T.O. (Oscar) Midkiff

E. To Lillie (Davenport) Midkiff from others

F. From John R. Midkiff to others

G. To John R. Midkiff from others

H. Miscellaneous letters

I. Fagments of letters

J. Envelopes

A. From T.O. (Oscar) Midkiff to Lillie (Davenport) Midkiff

1.  16 Dec 1894 - from T.O. to Lillie Davenport

2.  17 Dec 1894 - from T.O. to Lillie

3.  28 Feb 1895 - from T.O. to Lillie

4.  14 Mar 1895 - from T.O. to Lillie

5.  11 Apr 1895 - from T.O. to Lillie

6   25 Aug 1895 - from T.O. to Lillie

7.  25 Nov 1895 - from T.O. to Lillie

8.   6 Feb 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie Midkiff

9.  26 Mar 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

10  30 Mar 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

11.  3 Apr 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

12. 19 Apr 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

13. 22 Apr 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

14. 24 Apr 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

15. 28 Apr 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

16.  3 May 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

17.  8 May 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

18. 11 May 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

19. 27 Jul 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

20.  2 Aug 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

21.  5 Aug 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

22.  7 Aug 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

23.  9 Aug 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

24. 14 Aug 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

25.  5 Sep 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

26.  7 Sep 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

27. 11 Sep 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

28. 22 Sep 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

29. 22 Sep 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

30. 18 Oct 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

31. 27 Oct 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

32. 29 Oct 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

33.  3 Dec 1897 - from T.O. To Lillie

34.  5 Dec 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

35.  6 Dec 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

36   8 Dec 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

37. 10 Dec 1897 - from T.O. to Lillie

38.  7 Jan 1898 - from T.O. to Lillie

39. 24 May 1905 - from T.O. to Lillie

40.  6 Feb 1908 - from T.O. to Lillie

41. 21 Jun 1911 - from T.O. to Lillie

42. nd          - from T.O. to Lillie

43. nd          - from T.O. to Lillie

B. From T.O. (Oscar) Midkiff to John R. Midkiff 

1.   1 Jan 1901 - from T.O. to John

2.  21 Jan 1908 - from T.O. to John

3.  19 Mar 1908 - from T.O. to John

4.  30 Mar 1908 - from T.O. to John

C. To T.O., Oscar or  M/M T.O From Others

1.  30 Nov 1891 - to M/M Oscar from Mother

2.  28 May 1893 - to T.O. (fragment only)

3.  14 May 1893 - to Oscar from Jeffie (sister)

4.  25 Jun 1893 - to Oscar from E.G.

5.  14 Jan 1894 - to Oscar from Frank Midkiff

6.   9 Jul 1894 - to Oscar from Will M. Midkiff (brother)

7.  27 Apr 1896 - to T.O. from Committee

8.  25 Jul 1897 - to T.O. from Frank Midkiff

9.  27 Jul 1897 - to Oscar from Scott McDriskill

10. 28 Jan 1900 - to T.O. from (first page only)

11. 10 Dec 1900 - to M/M Oscar from  Mary D.(sister)

12. 13 Mar 1901 - to T.O. from S.B. Tullous

13.  7 Jul 1901 - to T.O. from Frank Midkiff

14. 30 Aug 1901 - to Oscar from Lula (niece)

15. 22 Oct 1901 - to Oscar from Mary (sister)

16.  3 Dec 1901 - to Oscar from E.L. Wright

17. 22 Jan 1902 - to T.O. from E. L. (Wright)

18. 26 Mar 1902 - to Oscar from Mattie White (sister)

19. 28 Sep 1902 - to Oscar from Mattie (sister)

20. 31 Jul 1903 - to Granpa from I.V. Purcell

21. 22 Feb 1904 - to Oscar from E.L. Wright 

22.  6 Dec 1905 - to M/M Oscar from Mary

23. 25 Dec 1905 - to Oscar from S. H. Purcell

24. 27 Mar 1906 - to T.O. from Alta Purcell (neice)

25. 21 May 1906 - to T.O. from (San Diego)

26. 25 Nov 1906 - to M/M Oscar from Nan Davenport (photo enclosed)

27. 11 Jun 1907 - to M/M Oscar from Nan Davenport

28. 25 Dec 1908 - to T. O. from W. E. Jenninngs, M.D.

29. 12 Jul 1909 - to T.O. from Fred Big...

30. 21 Dec 1909 - to Oscar from Frankie (sister)

31. nd          - to Oscar from Clara Davenport

32. 10 Nov 19-- - to M/M Oscar from Jamie Davenport

D. FROM LILLIE TO OSCAR

1.   1 Apr 1897 - from Lillie to Oscar

2.   9 Aug 1897 - from Lillie to Oscar

3.  12 Aug 1897 - from Lillie to Oscar

4.  16 Aug 1897 - from Lillie to Oscar

5.  10 Sep 1897 - from Lillie to Oscar

6.  12 Mar 1897 - from Lillie to T.O.

7.  21 Apr 1897 - from Lillie to Oscar

8.  26 Feb 1908 - from Lillie to Father

                            from Tyson to Grampa

E. TO LILLIE FROM OTHERS

1.  15 Jul 1894 - to Lillie from S.L. Goad

2.   7 Aug 1894 - to Lillie from S.L.G(oad)

3.  nd          - to Lillie from S.L Goad

4.   8 May 1897 - to Lillie from Frank Midkiff

5.  20 May 1897 - to Lillie from Emett Davenport (brother)

6.  21 Oct 1897 - to Lillie from I.V.? Purcell

7.  11 Jul 1900 - to Lillie M. from Mary

8.  11 Jul 1900 - to Lillie M. from Jessie Davenport

9.  12 Sep 1900 - to Lillie M. from Mary

10. 11 Nov 1900 - to Lillie Midkiff from Lura Davenport 

11. 11 Nov 1900 - to Lillie M. from Jessie Davenport (niece)

12. 16 Dec 1900 - to Lillie from J. B. Davenport

13. 18 Dec 1900 - to Lillie from Lura Davenport

14. 15 Apr 1901 - to Lillie from Mary (sister)

                           - to Lillie from Jessie Davenport (neice)

                            -to Oscar from Clara Davenport

15. 14 Jun 1903 - to Lillie from Marie Davenport (sister)

16. 18 May 1908 - to Lillie from Mary Davenport

17. 27 Jan 1909 - to Lillie from Mattie

18. -- Jan 1909 - to Lillie from M.E. Gassaway

19.  4 Jan 1910 - to Lillian from S. T. Davenport (brother)

20. 25 Feb 1910 - to Lillie from Ettie Davenport

21.  2 Aug 1910 - to Lillie from Annie Midkiff

22.  2 Aug 1910 - to Lillie from Eloise

23.  2 Aug 1910 - to Lillie from Dick O. Midkiff

24.  2 Aug 1910 - to Lillie from Tyson

25. nd - to unknown from Clara D. (sister)

      nd - to Lillie from unknown (parts of 2 letters?)

F. From John R. Midkiff to others

1.    6 Feb 1863 - to wife from J.R. Midkiff

2.   20 Sep 1868 - to sister from J. R. Midkiff

G. To John R Midkiff from others

1.    6 Jan 1863 - from Louisa M. Midkiff

2.   18 Feb 1885 - from T.W. Hudson (court case)

3.    5 Dec 1895 - from J.P. Murray (cattle contract)

4.   15 Oct 1895 - from A. D. Smith (cattle shipping)

5.   13 May 1897 - from G. W. Brown (IOOF Lodge)

6.    4 Jul 1897 - from J.T. Bell (farming & fruit raising)

7.    7 Aug 1897 - from G.O.W. Baker (roundup)

8.   28 Feb 1898 - from B. & C.C. Passmore (Release of Mortgage)

9.    6 Nov 1898 - from Wm. Midkiff (brother)

10.   2 Jan 1899 - from Wm. Midkiff (brother)

11.  19 Jan 1899 - from J.M. Livingston (offer to sell cows)

12.  13 Feb 1899 - from Cora White (niece)

13.   6 Mar 1899 - from Cora White (niece)

14.   1 Apr 1899 - from F.M. Goode (land price)

15.  12 Aug 1901 - from William D. Emanuel (school lands)

16.  25 Nov 1901 - from Frank Midkiff (son)

17.   9 Mar 1902 - from Marie McDonald (little friend)

18.  11 Oct 1902 - from Will M. Midkiff (son)

19.  -- --- 1902 - from Will M. Midkiff (son)

20.  17 Dec 1905 - from Mattie White (daughter)

21.   4 Nov 1907 - from Mattie White (daughter)

22.   4 Feb 1908 - from Grandchild (Alberta Lannda)

23.  18 Mar 1908 - from Tyson Midkiff (grandson)

24.  10 Mar 1908 - from C.A. Midkiff (brother)

25.   5 Dec 190? - from I.V. (Granddaughter)

26.  11 Feb 1908 - from W. F. Bell (I.V.'s death)

27.  15 Mar 1908 - from Mattie White (daughter)

H. Miscellaneous letters

1.   24 Oct 1868 - from M.C.D.Moore to L.M. Midkiff (sister)

2.    1 Nov 1891 - from Mattie Midkiff to Mrs. J. R. Midkiff

3.    3 Oct 1895 - from Don Watkins to S.L. Davenport (move)

4.   21 Feb 1898 - from W.M. Tomlin to C.C.Passmore (bank letter to John)

5.    4 Nov 1898 - from Eula to Mrs. Jeffie Purcell

6.   12 Dec 1900 - from Nan Davenport (mother) to Lillie & Oscar Midkiff

7.    8 Jan 1901 - from Nan Davenport (mother) to Lillie & Oscar Midkiff

8.    4 Nov 1904 - from O.L. Flados to M.G. Damron (boot order)

9.    6 Jun 1911 - from Nellie Midkiff to Miss J.E. Gassaway

10   -- --- 1911 - from Tyson Midkiff to Siblings Herd & Dick

11.  12 Feb 1912 - from Mattie White to Tyson Midkiff (nephew)

12.  26 Mar 1912 - from Tyson Midkiff to Miss Belle (teacher)

13.  -- --- ---- - from Cora White (niece) to ? (first page missing)

14   -- --- 1913 - from Mrs. Ben Cotton to Nellie Midkiff (post card)

I. FRAGMENTS OF LETTERS 

1.  Fragment

2.  Fragment

3.  18 Dec 1908 - fragment

4.  -- --- 1907 - to unknown from T.O. Midkiff (fragment)

5.  ND - to unknown from T.O. Midkiff, fragment

6.  ND - to unknown from Arcliss Purcell fragment

7.  Fragment

8.  Fragment - from George Puckett

9.  Fragment - from Oscar

10. Fragments 

J. Envelopes:

1.  Envelope addressed to "Midkiff Children" contains hair.  

2.  Envelope addressed to "Mr. Tyson Midkiff", w/ crayola drawing on both sides

3.  Asssorted empty envelopes, (43)

series III - FAMILY OBITUARIES, MEMORABILIA, NOTES AND ESSAYS

1.  Obituaries

2.  Family history, clippings

3.  "My First Experience With My First Automobile", by T.O. Midkiff (3 pp) typescript

4.  Cowpunching 35 Years Ago, by T.O. Midkiff

5.  Handwritten story "The Four Birds" signed Tyson Midkiff, notebook paper and pencil (2 pp)

6. Small blue notebook of 4 pp pencil sketches. On one p.: "Mr. Oscar Midkiff, Velma, Ind. Terr" dated Aug  22, 1812

7.  Contract on Milking, signed by Tyson, Dick, Gladys and Herd Midkiff, 16 Nov 1913

8.  Two loose, handwritten, notes on family

9.  Pencil drawing of leaves & a flower, signed, Tyson Midkiff

10. Pencil & pen school exercises

11. Small tablet w/ pencil notes, brands, etc. by T.O., red star on covers 

12. Recital & dance invitations

13. A Cowboy Song (When Work is Done This Fall)

14. Commemorative medallion, 1995 family centennial, framed, on display

15. Papers re: J.R. funeral and medical

16. Papers re: Postal delivery

series IV - DOCUMENTS

1. Post Office Department Appointment of John R. Midkiff, Postmaster at Midkiff, Texas, 20 May 1904, 

       original, framed, on display

2.  John R. Midkiff Pay & clothing list, Camp Le Flore, Choctaw nation, Dec 1st, 1863, original document

3.  T.O. Midkiff Insurance Application, 6 Dec 1987

4.  John R. Midkiff - homestead certificate, Indian Territory

5.  Documents pertaining to death of J.R. Midkiff, 1909 (in brown leather wallet) (8 leaves)

6.  Booklet - Road Overseer's Commission ...T.O. Midkiff, Feb. 1908- 25 March, 1908 (38 pp)

7.  Legal documents, photocopies only

8.  Odd Fellows membership, J.R. Midkiff, 1870

9.  Post Office contract, 1904

series V - FINANCIAL RECORDS - Thomas Oscar Midkiff

1.  Duncan Bank, Duncan, Oklahoma, 1896

2   Merchants & Planters Bank, Duncan, I.T., 1896-1897.

3.  First National Bank, Midland, Texas, 1897-1914

4.  First National Bank, Midland, Texas, Loans, 1905

5.  Misc. financial papers

series VI - FINANCIAL RECORDS, John Rufus Midkiff

1.  Purcell Bank, Purcell, Oklahoma, 1894-1895

2.  Henrietta National Bank, Henrietta, Texas, 1886

3.  First National Bank, Midland, Texas, 1897

4.  Bank of Waurika, Oklahoma, 1908

5.  Misc. financial papers

series VII - FINANCIAL RECORDS, Misc. check books and stubs.

1.  Balance book, no id

2.  Check book, 1913, no id

3.  Check stubs, 1913, no id

4.  Check book, Farmers & Merchants State Bank, Temple Oklahoma, 1906

5.  Check book, 1908, no id

6.  Check book, Chickasaw Bank, Purcell, I.T., 1890, no id

7.  Misc. receipts

8.  Papers re: building house (J.R and T.O.)

9.  Papers re: land (J.R. and T.O.)

10. Papers re: loans and notes (J.R. and T.O.)

11. Papers re: cattle sales, shipping, etc. (J.R. and T.O.)

12. Papers re: taxes (J.R. and T.O.)

series VIII - PRINTED ITEMS, 

1. Assorted cards, Sunday School, calling cards, postcards (some w/ penciled names (34 cards)

2. "The Ladies Birthday Almanac, 1904"  (34 pp)

3. "The Ladies Birthday Almanac, 1905"  (32 pp)

4. "The Primary Quarterly, 1900" (32 pp)

5. "Ladies Note Book and Calendar, 1904", 5 pp c/ handwritten notes (31 pp)

6. "The Weld that Held", nd (14 pp)

7. "The Terrell Election Law, 1904" (40 pp)

8. "Our Souvenir Hand-Book, March 1893" (48 pp)

9. "Catalog No. 612; Block Brothers..." nd  (8 pp)

10. Advertisement for farm machinery, "Deere, Mansur & Co." In German, some pp. with pencil notes (48 

      pp)

11. "Common Sense", 1896, c. 1889  (16 pp)

12. "Hammerslough Clothing Company" small notebook 5pp w/ pencil notes (15 pp)

13. Midland Telephone Directory, 1912

14. The Remuda (March), Midland, High School,1912

15. Windmill City Maverick, Midland High School, 1911

16. Windmill City Maverick, Midland, High School, 1912

17. Pamphlet, Campbell Boll Weevil Machine

18. Booklet: "Houghtaling's Revised Hand-book of Useful Information; comp. Chas E. Houghtaling, 1911, 

       (224 p.)

19. Booklet - Facts and Statistics for the General Public, Buffalo Novelty Co.; 1897?, pencil notes on some, 

       (32 pp)

20. Advertisement, small photo of Hereford Cattle

21. Advertisement for Small Talk About Business, nd

22. Booklet- The National Perfect Fit Chart, copyright National Cloak, & Suit Co., N.Y. City, 1908, (96 pp)

23. Advertisement, printed, Hotel Milling Sanitarium, Putnam, Texas, 3-9-1912 (4 pp)

24. Newspaper, Sherman Weekly Democrat, Thurs, Oct 1901, pp 1,2,7,8

25. Menu, Cattle Raisers Assoc. of Northwest Texas, Thursday, Mar 12, 1885

26. Sheet music, "Miss Watson" in pencil

27. Drawing, printed, of "The Kansas Wagon" - T.O. Midkiff on reverse

28. Booklet - List of Lands Apportioned to Indians; Sectional map of the Kiowa, Comanche, Apache & 

       Wichita Reservations in  Oklahoma, Hudson-Kimberly Pub. Co. 1901.  (This item placed in map file 

       mixed States)

29.  Sears Roebuck catalog pages (3)

30. FNB, Midland, 1910-11 calendar postals and 1908 statement

IX. ARTIFACTS

1.  Wire spectacles, without ear pieces & lenses

2.  Canvas Money Belt, "J. R. Midkiff" written in ink

3.  Canvas No. 8 shot bag, from St. Louis Shot Tower Co., on reverse, in ink: "NV Co. 

     Collinsville, III?????

4.  Carving, white rock or plaster of Paris, May 12, 1902, approx 3 ½  x 3 1/4

5.  Two buckle parts, pearl and brass

6.  Wallet, brown leather, (papers listed in business papers),

7.  Brass token w/ pierced hole at top.  One side, stamped: "No.", scratches: "EWE". on reverse  

      "10C.NW."

8.  Leather folded & shaped like possible Heel Protector

9.  Ink pen, part of a wooden and metal ink pen

10. Ribbon, "Poindexter for Governor"

11. Stamp book of 2 cent stamps, 12 stamps

12. Card w/ 4 metal buttons

13. Metal pin - "W.N. Tinsley"

14. Watermelon seeds from Nugent Bros. to Mattie Midkiff

15. Quilt pattern from three small pieces of paper

16. Quilt pattern, cut from newspaper, 2"x2"

17. Spurs, 80 yrs old, belonged to T.O. Midkiff

18. Shell loader, and powder measure, also 5" x 5/8" wooden stick with metal punch in one end.

19. 6 ½ " x 9" x 7 ½ " wooden box

20. Shirt cuffs?, two

21. Mail slot from an old Midkiff home, framed, on display

